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“ ‘Jaz’ allows us to feel the
pulse of a local artist through
an intimate lens, which Ajai
Vishwanath captures with a
delicate and caring eye. ”
- Kate Davis, Academy Award-nominated
documentary filmmaker

JAZ - PRESS KIT

Synopsis

A day in the life of painter Jaz
Chambers, who has been living
homeless and making art in the
streets of San Francisco for over
17 years.
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Director’s Statement
I first came across Jaz in 2015. I was working a
couple of blocks from where he set up his street
studio in SOMA, San Francisco. As a painter
myself, I found his work captivating and thought it
was especially suited to film - full of life and
movement, almost like he was tracing a map of the
city.
At NYU's Graduate Film program, I was given the
opportunity to make a documentary about a person
I found interesting. I went back to San Francisco
and approached Jaz to tell a story about his art. But
when I learned more about his life, I realised there
was so much more to tell.
Amidst all the money that has flooded into the Bay
Area, it's easy to forget that San Francisco is home
to a longstanding housing crisis, with over 8,000
people living homeless in the city. I, like so many,
was accustomed to seeing people without homes as
a monolithic group all facing the same challenges.
My time with Jaz has helped me see how one's
housing situation isn't defining of who they are, what
they do, or how they live. There is so much to gain
from stopping to look a little closer.
I hope this film about Jaz can help others look a
little closer too. His work and his story are beautiful.
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Director’s Bio
Ajai Vishwanath is a filmmaker and
visual artist from Sydney, Australia,
currently based in New York City.
His debut solo exhibition,
Adoxography, opened at Google
San Francisco in 2017, and his films and paintings have
been shown across Australia and the United States.
Ajai is pursuing an MFA in Filmmaking at New York
University's Tisch School of the Arts, where he is a
Robert Jahn scholar and a Maurice Kanbar scholar. Prior
to NYU, Ajai completed his BA in Philosophy, Politics
and Economics with a concentration in Globalization
and a minor in Fine Arts at the University of
Pennsylvania, and spent four years as the Head of
Marketing at an Artificial Intelligence company based
in San Francisco.
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